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I. CHILD ABDUCTION RESPONSE TEAM.

A. This policy was developed to be in compliance with New Jersey Attorney General Directive No. 2008-4 (December 5, 2008) known as “Child Abduction Response Team.”  Reports of missing children can be among the most difficult, challenging, and emotionally charged cases a law enforcement agency experiences.  A standardized response will enable law enforcement to exercise more control over events, react more effectively to unexpected occurrences, and enhance the likelihood of swift and successful resolution of missing child cases.  It is for this that the New Jersey Attorney General has created the “Child Abduction Response Team” concept.    
B. The New Jersey State Police shall disseminate and periodically re-issue guidelines, protocols, and/or best practices for the investigation of missing child cases.  This agency’s policies will maintain compliance with all directives issued by the New Jersey Attorney General, New Jersey State Police, and county prosecutor in regards to investigating missing children.  It shall be the responsibility of agency position to ensure this is accomplished on an annual basis, at a minimum.     
C. The county prosecutor’s office has two (2) individuals designated to serve as Child Abduction Response Team (CART) leaders.  CART leaders, exercising the authority of the prosecutor, shall oversee all missing child investigations in the county.    

D. CART Team Activation:  

1. Upon receipt of a report of a missing child, this agency shall notify the county CART team (telephone number) of the report, and shall immediately begin a missing child investigation.  The CART team will assist our agency with the investigation but we will remain the lead agency until the county prosecutor determines otherwise. 
a. For the purposes of this activation and notification a “missing child” means a person who is 13 years of age or younger whose whereabouts are not known (see also N.J.S.A. 52:17B-212.)
2. If the county CART Team is activated the on-duty patrol supervisor shall also make the following notifications. 
a. Agency Position.
b. Agency Position.
E. AMBER Alert:  

1. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:17B-194.3, the New Jersey State Police activate AMBER Alerts.  Upon the request for an activation of an AMBERT Alert, the State Police shall also notify the county CART team leader(s).  
F. After Action Reporting Requirements:  

1. Within thirty (30) days of a report of a missing child who is thirteen (13) years of age or younger, the county prosecutor, or the CART leader(s), shall complete and submit to the State Police the standard After Action Report form.  Officers from this agency will assist in the completion of the report if requested.
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