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POLICY:

The New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act, signed by Governor Whitman on July 7, 2000, took effect on August 7, 2000 and offers a parent a safe place to leave an unwanted infant.  The Act assures the safety of the child, permits the parent to remain anonymous, and may provide the parent with protection from prosecution.  The intent of the law is to save infant lives by providing a “safe haven” for the infant.  
I.
ACTING ON BEHALF OF A PARENT, LEAVES AN INFANT AT A POLICE STATION AND DOES NOT EXPRESS AN INTENT TO RETURN FOR THE INFANT.  

A.
The first priority of the law enforcement officer or agency receiving an infant under the Act shall be to ensure the safety and well-being of the infant.  All other procedures herein are subject to priority.  Law enforcement officers or agencies should not delay taking action necessary to ensure the safety and well-being of the infant to complete the additional procedures outlined below.

B.
The term “State, county, or municipal police station” is not defined in the statute.  However, in order to carry out the intent of this act, this should be read broadly to include Division of State Police Barracks, Campus Police Headquarters, community policing stations, or any other law enforcement facility.  No person attempting to deliver a child to a law enforcement facility should be turned away or directed to take the child to another law enforcement facility.  If a person attempts to deliver a child to an officer on patrol or to a facility where it is impractical to complete the procedures outlined herein, the child shall be taken immediately to a hospital emergency room by Name of your First Aid Squad.  The decision of how to transport the child shall be within the law enforcement officer’s discretion.  In making this decision, the officer shall consider the physical condition of the infant, the availability of an infant car seat, and the potential need for haste in reaching the hospital.  

II.
DETERMINATION OF SAFE HAVEN APPLICABILITY

A.
A law enforcement officer should immediately make a visual assessment of the infant for readily apparent signs of abuse or neglect.  Law enforcement officers are not obliged to remove the clothing of an otherwise apparently healthy infant in order to make this assessment. If signs of abuse or neglect are present, the person delivering the infant to the law enforcement agency should be detained and the Division of Youth and Family Services Child Abuse Hotline contacted at 1-877-NJ ABUSE (1-877-652-2873).  The Act does not provide a defense against child abuse or neglect prosecutions.  Under these circumstances, therefore, a child abuse or neglect investigation should be conducted in the normal course.  However, the Act does not automatically exclude an abused or neglected infant from being left for placement.  Consequently, the infant should be transported to a hospital, as described below.  The State Police Missing Persons Unit should be contacted if the infant cannot be identified during the course of the ensuing investigation.

B.
A law enforcement officer shall ask the person who delivered the infant to the police station or equivalent:

1.
Whether that person is the parent of the infant; and

2.
Whether the infant is no more than 30 days old; and

3.
Whether the infant is being delivered voluntarily; and

4.
Whether the parent intends to return for the infant.

C.
The officer may not require proof of identification if the case falls within the “New Jersey Safe Infant Protection Act.”  If the person who delivers the infant is not the parent, the officer shall ask whether the parent has voluntarily arranged for that person to leave the infant at the police station.  In the following circumstances, the “New Jersey Safe Haven Protection Act” does not apply:

1.
If the person delivering the infant is not the parent and indicates that the parent did not voluntarily arrange for that person to leave the infant at the police station; or

2.
If the parent indicates that his or her actions are not voluntary (coerced); or

3.
If the infant is more than 30 days old; or
4.
If the parent or person delivering the infant expresses an intent to return for the infant.

D.
If the “New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act” does not apply, the law enforcement agency shall take steps to ensure the safety of the infant, notify the local Division of Youth and Family Services District Office and begin an investigation.  The State Police Missing Persons Unit should be contacted if the infant cannot be identified during the course of the ensuing investigation.   

E.
The “New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act” applies only to infants who are or who appear to be no more than 30 days old.  This rule should be interpreted generously and the person delivering the infant to the police station should be given the benefit of the doubt if the infant appears to be near 30 days old.  However, if the law enforcement officer or agency has credible and reliable evidence that the infant is more than 30 days old, the “New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act” does not apply.  In such circumstances, the law enforcement agency should take steps to ensure the safety of the child, notify the local Division of Youth and Family Services District Office and begin an investigation.  The State Police Missing Persons Unit should be contacted if the child cannot be identified during the course of the ensuing investigation.  

F.
If the infant appears to be no more than 30 days old, shows no signs of abuse or neglect, and is delivered voluntarily by a parent or a parent has voluntarily arranged for another person to leave the infant at a police station or equivalent and no intent to return for the infant is expressed, the case falls within the “New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act” and the procedures set forth below shall be followed.

III.
SAFE HAVEN PROCEDURES

A.
A law enforcement officer must inform any person who voluntarily delivers an infant pursuant to the “New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act” that the person is not required to disclose:

1.
The person’s name or other identifying information;

2.
The name of the infant or the infant’s parent, if different from the person who delivers the infant to the hospital or police station; or

3.
Any background or medical information about the infant, or the infant’s parent(s).

B.
However, the person who delivers the infant may voluntarily disclose this information.

C.
The person who voluntarily delivers the infant should be requested to supply any of the following information that the person is willing to disclose voluntarily;

1.
Any known medical history for the infant; or

2.
Any known medical history for the parent(s); or

3.
Any known background information about the infant; or

4.
The name of the infant; or

5.
The name of the parent or parents; or

6.
The name of the person delivering the infant if different from the parent.

D.
The person delivering the infant shall not be compelled to disclose any portion of the requested information.  

E.
The person delivering the infant shall be permitted to leave and shall not be detained while awaiting medical clearance regarding the condition of the infant.  The person delivering the infant shall not be required to accompany the infant to the hospital.

F.
A State, county, or municipal police officer shall immediately take the infant to the emergency department of a licensed general hospital in this State.

1.
The Name of your First Aid Squad shall be notified to provide transportation.  

G.
If it would be safer for the infant to be transported to the hospital by other means, the law enforcement officer or agency receiving the infant may arrange for transportation for the infant to a hospital by an ambulance or first aid squad.  However, a law enforcement officer should accompany the infant to the hospital in order to ensure that the hospital properly receives the infant and is informed that the infant has been left with the law enforcement agency pursuant to the “New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act,” unless no enforcement agency officer is available for this detail.   

H.
The law enforcement agency must immediately inform both the Division of Youth and Family Services Safe Haven for Infants Hotline (1-877-839-2339) and the State Police Missing Persons Unit (1-609-882-2000) that an infant has been left with the law enforcement agency and is en route to a hospital.

I.
The law enforcement officer transporting the infant may leave the hospital once the hospital has taken possession of the infant and the law enforcement agency has completed the notifications required in previous sections.

J.
The law enforcement agency shall record any information known regarding the infant and the circumstances of the delivery of the infant to the police station.  This information shall be provided to the hospital receiving the infant.  

K.
The law enforcement agency receiving the infant shall immediately contact the Child Abuse Unit of the County Prosecutor’s Office of the receipt of the infant.  No action is required by the County Prosecutor’s Office, absent evidence of abuse, neglect, or some other violation of criminal statutes.

L.
All press or other media inquires pertaining to the handling of the Safe Haven infant shall be directed to the Department of Human Services, Office of Information Services at 1-609-292-3703.

IV.
INFANT LEFT AT HOSPITAL

A.
The Division of State Police, Missing Persons Unit, is designated the lead law enforcement agency for the investigation of “Safe Haven Infant Protection Act” missing persons cases.  

B.
When an infant is left at a hospital pursuant to the “Safe Haven Infant Protection Act”, the Division of Youth and Family Services shall immediately notify both the Division of State Police Missing Persons Unit at 1-609-882-2000 and the local law enforcement agency, in whose jurisdiction the hospital is located.  If the Division of Youth and Family Services has information that the infant resides in another jurisdiction, it shall also notify the local law enforcement agency in that jurisdiction.

V.
RESPONSIBILITIES OF LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

A.
The purpose of the notification to the local law enforcement agency is to ensure that there is no ongoing search in that jurisdiction for a missing infant fitting the description of the Safe Haven infant.  The primary responsibility for investigating whether the Safe Haven infant has been reported missing elsewhere rests with the Division of State Police, Missing Persons Unit.

B.
Upon receiving a report of a Safe Haven infant within its jurisdiction, the local law enforcement agency shall determine whether any infant has been reported missing within its jurisdiction within the preceding 30 days.  If so, the local law enforcement agency shall immediately notify the Division of State Police, Missing Persons Unit, as well as the Name of Your County County Prosecutor’s Office Child Abuse Unit.
C. The local law enforcement agency is not required to conduct an independent missing person’s investigation of the Safe Haven infant incident.  Upon request by the Division of State Police, Missing Persons unit, the local law enforcement agency shall assist in the investigation.  
VI.
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STATE POLICE
A.
Initial Response
1.
The Missing Persons Unit shall be the central law enforcement contact and lead law enforcement agency in all Safe Haven Infant Protection cases.

2.
At least one representative of the Missing Persons Unit shall be available by pager at all times.  After hours contacts shall be made by calling State Police Headquarters at (609) 882-2000 and requesting the Missing Persons Unit.
3.
Upon receiving notice of a Safe Haven Infant Protection case, the Missing Persons Unit shall immediately contact the local law enforcement agency. On the next business day the Missing Persons Unit shall inform the Child Abuse Unit of the County Prosecutor’s Office of the receipt of an infant. No action is required by the County Prosecutor’s Office, absent evidence of abuse, neglect or some other violation of criminal statutes.
4.
If the infant is unidentified, the Missing Persons Unit shall immediately begin an investigation to determine whether the infant has been reported missing.
5.
All press or other media inquiries pertaining to a Safe Haven infant shall be directed to the Department of Human Services, Office of Information Services at (609) 292-3703.
B.
Investigation Procedures

1.
The National Crime Information Center (NCIC) Unidentified Persons File shall be utilized as soon as the individual identifying characteristics of the infant which are necessary for the basic file entry become available. An offline search shall be conducted and the infant shall be entered in the file.
2.
A (NJLETS) teletype messages with all available, pertinent information regarding the unidentified infant shall be broadcast concurrently with the entry into the National Crime Information Center Unidentified Persons File.  The teletype will be broadcast on a statewide basis and expanded as the need arises.
3.
A photograph of the infant and any available identifying information shall be posted on the website of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children.  This information shall be removed 21 days following the date upon which the Division of Youth and Family Services assumed the care, custody and control of the infant.
4.
If the Missing Persons Unit is contacted by another law enforcement agency regarding a possible match of the unidentified infant with a missing child, the Missing Persons Unit shall immediately notify the Division of Youth and Family Services.
5.
Upon request, the Missing Persons Unit shall provide to the Division of Youth and Family Services an affidavit or certification, setting forth its efforts to determine whether the unidentified infant has been reported missing, and the results of its efforts.
6.
The Division of Youth and Family Services shall notify the Missing Persons Unit of the entry of an order by the Family Court for termination of parental rights and adoption of the infant. Upon entry of such an order, the consent of the Division of Youth and Family Services to inclusion of the infant in the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) Unidentified Persons File shall be considered rescinded.  The Missing Persons Unit shall remove all information regarding the infant from NCIC.
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