ATTORNEY GENERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT DIRECTIVE No. 2008-4

CHILD ABDUCTION RESPONSE TEAM

WHEREAS, the Criminal Justice Act of 1970, N.J.5.A. 52:17B-97 et seq., declares it to
be the public policy of this State “to encourage cooperation among law enforcement officers and
to provide for the general supervision of criminal justice by the Attorney General as chief law
enforcement officer of the State, in order to secure the benefits of a uniform and efficient
enforcement of the criminal law and the administration of criminal justice throughout the State,”
N.LS.A. 52: 17B-9§;

WHEREAS, protecting our children remains among the highest priorities for every law
enforcement agency in the State of New Jersey;

WHEREAS, reports of missing children can be among the most difficult, challenging,
and emotionally charged cases a law enforcement agency experiences;

WHEREAS, time can be lost and opportunities wasted when law enforcement responds
to a report of a missing child without a plan;

WHEREAS, the approach that a law enforcement agency takes in responding to a report
of a missing child may determine whether the child is promptly and safely recovered;

WHEREAS, each stage of a missing child case, from initial investigation through
successful recovery, is critical;

WHEREAS, all law enforcement agencies must develop, implement, and periodically
refine uniform policies and procedures to ensure swift, decisive, and appropriate action when
responding to a report of a missing child;

WHEREAS, cooperation, communication, and coordination among law enforcement
agencies is essential to the prompt and successful resolution of missing child cases;

WHEREAS, a standardized response will enable law enforcement to exercise more
control over events, react more effectively to unexpected occurrences, and enhance the
likelihood of swift and successful resolution of missing child cases;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ANNE MILGRAM, Attorney General of the State of New
Jersey, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and by the Criminal Justice
Act of 1970, N.I.S.A, 52:17B-92 et seq., do hereby DIRECT that all law enforcement agencies
operating under the authority of the laws of the State of New Jersey shall adhere to the policies
and procedures set forth below:






